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KATE SNOW (ABC NEWS) (Off-camera) Finally, tonight, in this season of summer weddings,
the couples turning their trip down the aisle into a financial proposition with the average cost
of a wedding now, $28,000, more enterprising brides and grooms are handling the sticker
shock by sponsoring their celebrations. ABC's David Muir on the new way to kick off happily

ever after.

DAVID MUIR (ABC NEWS) (Voiceover) This wedding story begins at home plate. Right were
newlyweds Dave and Carrie Kerpen wanted it to. In front of thousands of baseball fans, 500
of whom were their guests, the Kerpens pulled off a major league ceremony at a minor

league price.

DAVE KERPEN (GROOM) We came up with a way to have our dream wedding and not spend
$100,000.

NAVTD MIITR (AR NFWSY Vnirenwvear) Tnetead it inst roast £20 NNN The roninle whn warlk in
DAVID MUIR (ABC NEWS) (Voiceover) Instead, it just cost $20,000. The couple, who work in
sales, found sponsors for their wedding, trading merchandise for publicity. The dress -check.

The rings - check. The flowers? 1-800-flowers.

JENNIFER CACCAVO (CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER 1-800-FLOWERS) And it

was attractive due to the fact that there were 7,000 people there.

DAVID MUIR (ABC NEWS) (Voiceover) And the stadium? They went straight to the park's

manager.

DAVE KERPEN (GROOM) Here we are, I just kind of pitching this crazy idea - we wanna get
married and we wanna, not just get married at a game, but also turn the entire game into a

big promotion and he loved it. He said to us, let's do bobble heads.

DAVID MUIR (ABC NEWS) (Voiceover) Bobbleheads? Indeed. The whole idea might have your
head spinning, but it's growing in popularity. First championed by the controversial TV host,

Star Jones, couples across the country are now bartering their big day.
CHRISTINA CROSIER (BRIDE) This is the absolute dress that I've dreamed of.

DAVID MUIR (ABC NEWS) (Voiceover) And this Akron, Ohio newlywed didn't pay a dime for it.
And by the time Christina Crosier walked down the aisle, her $30,000 wedding cost just five
grand.
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DAVID MUIR (ABC NEWS) (Off-camera) These couples will tell you it's a way to have the
wedding of their dreams, but etiquette experts argue a blessed event is now being turned

into a business deal.

CARLEY RONEY (EDITOR-IN-CHIEF You should either cut your guest list and have a smaller
wedding or have it be something that is very low key, relaxed and, you know, have

hamburgers and hot dogs before you have a sponsored wedding.
DAVID MUIR (ABC NEWS) (Voiceover) The Kerpens say that idea's fine, it's just not for them.
CARRIE KERPEN (BRIDE) It's not right.

DAVE KERPEN (GROOM) Go for it. Cross off cousin John, if you don't want cousin John to

come. that's fine.

CARRIE KERPEN (BRIDE) We don't judge other people’s wedding. Cousin John, bye.
DAVID MUIR (ABC NEWS) We're inviting cousin John. That's it.

CARRIE KERPEN (BRIDE) Right. We want cousin John to bring a date.

DAVID MUIR (ABC NEWS) (Voiceover) And he did, along with 500 other guests. Making for a

day and a deal, they'll forever remember. David Muir, ABC News, New York.

KATE SNOW (ABC NEWS) (Off-camera) Bobble heads? That is "World News Tonight" for this
DAVID MUIR (ABC NEWS) We're inviting cousin John. That's it.

CARRIE KERPEN (BRIDE) Right. We want cousin John to bring a date.

DAVID MUIR (ABC NEWS) (Voiceover) And he did, along with 500 other guests. Making for a

day and a deal, they'll forever remember. David Muir, ABC News, New York.

KATE SNOW (ABC NEWS) (Off-camera) Bobble heads? That is "World News Tonight" for this

Tuesday. I'm Kate Snow. For all of us at ABC News, have a good evening. Good night.
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