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In-you-face vendor is out at Fenway Park after skating to success at FleetCenter

Vendor Dave Kerpen, famous for his zany antics peddling Crunch 'n Munch at the FleetCenter, has apparently
struck out at Fenway Park.

Whether his firing was prompted by a fan's complaint or because his high-energy selling act didn't play well
with the more traditional atmosphere of baseball at Fenway, Kerpen said he feels ill-treated.

"Imagine, they still employ Wil Cordero, and me - who balancesCokes on my head - is out of a job," said the
Boston University senior and elementary education major, referring to the Red Sox ballplayer accused of
spouse abuse. "That's ludicrous and terribly upsetting."

The 20-year-old vendor gained distinction at the FleetCenter last year for his highly animated - and successful
- selling of the toffee-coated peanut-and-popcorn mix for Sportservice

This summer Kerpen brought his schtick - extra-loud shouted slogans and funny songs - to Fenway for
Aramark food service. Because the park doesn't sell Crunch 'n Munch, Kerpen alternated selling Cracker Jack
and then Coke.

Here's Kerpen's version of events: The watershed incident occurred two weeks ago in the bleachers where
Kerpen was hawking Coke. His between-innings balancing act - three Cokes on his head at one time - drew
cheers from many fans, who began tossing him money.

On his next shift, Kerpen said, he was called in to his supervisor's office and was told a fan, throwing money
to Kerpen, had hit a woman in the head with a nickel. Kerpen was told Red Sox management wanted him
fired for provoking the incident. Four days later, he was terminated.

So whatever happened to Friendly Fenway?

"It was definitely too harsh (a punishment)," Kerpen said.

But his time at Fenway has been dotted with controversy. Last April, Kerpen said, he was verbally
reprimanded for dragging the Anaheim Angels' designated hitter into his act by screaming "Eddie Murray
loves Coke!"

He was called onto the carpet a second time for tossing, rather than handing, Cracker Jack to fans. Kerpen's
most serious gaffe - which he said he regrets - was selling a fan a partially-spilled cup of Coke. The Coke
incident earned him a two-day suspension.

Sensing that his act was causing a fuss, Kerpen tried to move it to a rowdier part of the park.

"l started working in the bleachers to avoid trouble as best | could," he said.

Vending life seemed to be looking up in July. A Discovery Channel photographer included Kerpen in an art
gallery on the World Wide Web (http://www.DISCOVERY.COM/area/eyeonroad/eyeonroadjul/photo18.html).
The student newspaper at Northeastern University wrote an article on him. Kerpen, who earns $7 per case of
Coke sold, was selling 14 to 16 cases per game.

What went wrong?

Red Sox spokesman Kevin Shea said he had no knowledge of the nickel incident, and insisted any fans'
complaints, reported to the Red Sox, are passed along to "the appropriate people."



Jack Lyons, Kerpen's supervisor and general manager of Aramark food service, refused to discuss any part of
Kerpen's firing.

"I will not discuss any personnel issue outside of this office," he said.

Kerpen and his union representative were scheduled to meet with Lyons this afternoon to ask for Kerpen's
reinstatement. The meeting was postponed yesterday afternoon.

But the termination may be less about a woman being plunked by a nickel and more about Kerpen's in-your-
face style. "He's a pain," said one fan, who asked that no name be used. "He was probably offending more
people than he was serving."

But other fans say they miss Kerpen. Jonathan Choe, another Fenway vendor, said, "Fans are saying,
"Where's the crazy Coke guy?' and “Where's the crazy Cracker Jack guy?"

Kerpen wants his job back, but isn't sure he can totally tone down his selling style.

"This is who | am as a vendor," he said. "l can't go back to “Coke here. I've got Coke.
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